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The Music Behind the Notes 
 

Langley High School at a Glance

Location: 6520 Georgetown Pike, McLean, VA 
22101 
On the Web: www.fcps.edu/LangleyHS 
Enrollment: ~1,750 
Music Department Web Site: www.langleybands.
com 
Enrollment in Music Department: 468 
Director of Bands: Andrew Gekoskie

As the saying goes, it can be difficult to see the 
forest through the trees. In a musical context, 
the instruments and their individual parts are 
the trees and, of course, the greater majesty of 
the forest is found in their collective sum, the 
music. Exploring the connections and 
distinctions between parts and the whole is one 
of the fascinating aspects of both conducting 
and instilling an appreciation of music in others. 

For Andrew Gekoskie, Langley (McLean, Va.) 
High School’s Performing Arts Department chair 
and the artistic director/conductor of their 
nationally acclaimed Wind Symphony, delving 
into these connections – among musical parts, 
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